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libraries with 9,000,000 books, those on economic
topics being in the majority.
It is true, as the War Department says, that the
youth in the Red Army has his entire mentality made
over. Many special classes are conducted, to meet every
taste and deficiency. A promising peasant is not rejected
if there has been no school in his district and he is
illiterate. He is taken into the army and sent to a
regiment which conducts special classes to eliminate
illiteracy.
To a not incosiderable extent the army is also a
training establishment for civilian life. Of the dis-
charged soldiers, thousands upon thousands go home
with a trade, as chauffeurs, as machinists. Their educa-
tion has fitted many soldiers to manage stores, ware-
houses and agricultural collectives. They have been
trained to become policemen, court attaches, judges.
Nearly 150,000 discharged soldiers entered these call-
ings in 1930.
With such diversified studies and interests, with
thoughts of world revolution and Utopias filling his
mind, what sort of figure would the Red soldier cut
on the battlefield?
A very good figure, according to CHmenty Voro-
shilov, war commissar. The propaganda with which the
soldier's head has been filled, the commissar holds, will
add to his fighting qualities. Like the Mohammedan
soldiers who offered their opponents the Koran or the
sword, and slew them if the book was refused, the